Second Quarter, 2010

..... God is at work in
Northeast Kansas.....

..... True Light Baptist
Church recently celebrated
their 12th anniversary.....
Emmanuel Baptist Church
is now the sponsoring church
of Nueva Vida en Jesus.....
Toby Tiner leaves the youth
pastor position at FBC of
Troy to become church
planter at Goshen SBC in
Emporia.....Cranel Lindsey
is interim pastor at Seaman
Baptist.....if you have
Information for the
newsletter, please send it to
roxies@here2serve.org .....

Upcoming dates for the
Pastor’s Fellowship
Lunch in the
Lawrence area

Wednesday, April 7
Wednesday, May 5
Wednesday, June 2

12:15 pm
Location TBA

%




Left: Pastor Greg Durant speaks at the
recent 12th anniversary celebration for
True Light Baptist Church.

Church Gifts 1/1/10 - 2/28/10

Berryton 426.00 ) EASTER OFFERING®
Cornerstone 397.57 ==
Covenant 3063.49 FOR NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS
Emmanuel 149.00
Eskridge —
Eudora Baptist Church 1533.90
Family Dispatch Church 100.00
Fellowship Christian —
First, Lyndon 656.20
First, Oskaloosa 68.07
First, Troy 210.00
First, Wathena 447.28 May, June and July Birthdays
First So., Blair 81.00 0519 Jerry Ad FSBC of Blai

- erry Adams, of Blair
F!rst So., Lawrence 3433.72 05/20 Pam Williams, FBC of Wathena
First So., Topeka 1251.49 05/27 Andrea Bracamonte, Nueva Vida
Heartland 200.00 06/01 Debby Henrikson, Wanamaker Road

- 06/25 Stephanie Christenot, Renaissance
ng.hland Park 625.00 06/25 Cecil Washington, New Beginning
Indian Avenue 420.00 06/28 Greg Durant, True Light
Journey Church 200.00 06/28 Linda Durant, True Light
Korean _ 06/29 Kim Williams, Emmanuel
Lakeside 354.36 07/12 Alden Schoeneberg, FSBC Lawrence
Maranatha 835.00
Mill Creek 394.42
New Beginning — May, June and July Anniversaries
New Life - — 05/02 Don and Deb Herrick, Highland Park
Northern Hills 578.47 05/02 John and Rhonda Gaskin, Indian Ave.
Nueva Vida en Jesus 56.70 05/12 Don and Debby Henrikson, Wanamaker Rd.
R - 125.00 05/13 Charlie and Laurie McClellend, Mill Creek

enaissance . 05/24 Greg and Linda Durant, True Light
Seaman 201.77 05/27 Gary and Jeanie Roten, Maranatha
Shawnee Heights 309.32 05/28 Rick and Gay Clock, UCF at KU
Topeka Gospel — 06/19 Joe and Becky Stiles, FSBC of Lawrence

- 06/21 Lee and Ellen Martin, Family Dispatch

True Light — 06/28 Cecil and Audry Washington, New Beginning
Wanamaker 251.46 07/31 Alden and Melanie Schoeneberg, FSBC
West Ridge 100.00 of Lawrence
Western Hills 983.59
Total $17,452.81




Missing Components in Church Planting
(Faith)

Peter is one of my favorite characters in the Bible. He is truly a man for all seasons
concerning faith. It was revealed to him that Jesus is the Christ the son of the living
God, but he sank as he took his eyes off of Christ and denied the Lord three times.
In | Peter 1:1-10, Peter tell us that faith is based on the promises of God and that we
are to add to our faith continually so we will be fruitful. If we are not willing to function
in faith we will not have vision concerning the Lord’s will.

Tracking the life of Peter we find he displayed faith from his calling to his death. It
takes faith to leave family, change occupations and follow the Lord. Faith is not some-
thing you have, but something you display. James tells us faith without works is dead,
being alone. This is clear to see in Hebrews 11. Each person God mentions displays
his or her faith. They believed God and their faith was evident in their actions.

God gives us gifts of grace and faith, but in order to have faith displayed there must be
some development of our faith. Peter started with the Lord but he failed many times.
Through these failures his faith began to develop. George Mueller said, “God delights
to increase the faith of his children.” Walking with the Lord by faith reveals that we are
dependent on him alone. Faith begins when self dependence ends. Sorrow, suffering
and failure become great blessings if they turn us to depend on the Lord.

What would you do for Christ if you knew you could not fail? That should be the desire
of our faith. Desire peaks when we trust in the promises of our Lord, following him and
reaching beyond ourselves, totally relying on God for our resource and strength. Upon
the death of their aged mother, the family began to look through her well-worn bible.
The Bible was highlighted, underlined with many notes and references. On many
verses throughout the whole Bible she had written the initials TP. Being very curious
what these initials stood for, they asked her pastor. He told them they stood for tried
and proven. This should be our desire to try and prove the promises of God. Do we
believe God about church planting in Kaw Valley? Is our faith on display and being
developed? Do we really desire to reach beyond ourselves so that Christ might be
glorified?

Guy O. Thomas

Church Planter Strategist



New Hope Ministries Update

Roma Spear (photo bel ow) joins New Hope Ministries as the
purchasing agent for the food pantry. She will be taking care of
the ordering and the inventory of food products. Roma and her
husband, Ernest, are members at FSBC of Topeka. We are very
thankful for the gifts in 2009 that have allowed us to minister
to the community through the food pantry. This past year was
unusual in that leadership and ordering changed several times.
Aswe begin 2010, we anticipate the spending to increase.

For example, in this first quarter we are adding fresh fruits and
vegetables. Also, our monthly average of those coming for
food has been over 700, but that will increase during the year.

Food Pantry Hours
11am -2pm

2" and 4™ Monday
of each moth

Harvester Delivery
2" and 4™ Wednesdays

Needs:

Bibles

Canned Milk

Top Ramen Noodles
Bath Soap
Toothbrushes (in
Pkg.)

Please Pray for:

... seeds of the gospel to be
planted in the hearts of the
people.

... for those who volunteer each month (health and strength).
... more individuals to volunteer at the Food Pantry.

... individuals to serve as Chaplains for the Food Pantry.

Cornerstone Food Pantry:
A Growing Ministry

The Food Pantry at Cornerstone Baptist Church in
Lawrence opened itsdoorsin April of last year. In
their first quarter, 17 individuals were fed through
grocery items. The second quarter had 40 individuals
and the third 90. Carol Belzer, Food Pantry Director,
reports that “ The number of individuals that received
help this quarter has more than doubled from last
quarter. We are so privileged to be able to minister to
the community in thisway. It is an exciting ministry
and we are devel oping rel ationships with some of the
young families that come in each month. Other
churches are now helping us with food items. We
were blessed by the Lawrence Football Backers and
the team. They have breakfast at our church on game
day. They took on the food pantry as a project and
donated over 1000 items to our food pantry. We just
finished the food pantry fundraiser for the church this
year and raised more than $750. We do a Souper
Bowl Lunch of soup on Super Bowl Sunday. The
church family also brought in food items. It was a
great fundraiser and such fun, too.” On Wednesday,
Carol was on her way to the church to “accept food
items from a GA group. How excitingisthat! Itisso
wonderful to have the younger ones learning to give.”
Pray for Carol and the 12 volunteers who minister
through the Food Pantry. The Food Pantry is open on
Mondays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

If you missed Jumpstart this year and

would like information to help your
VBS workers, contact Debbie Carter
at debbiec@here2serve.orq,
785-267-1233 or 785-633-3174

Vacation Bible School is one of the most effective
ways to fulfill Jesus’ call to "Leave the children alone,
and don't try to keep them from coming to Me, because
the kingdom of heaven is made up of people like

this." (Matthew 19:14, HCSB). The most important part
of VBS is not cookies and crafts, but rather the built-in
evangelistic opportunities to build relationships with
children who need Christ, present the Gospel in terms
and ways children will understand, and provide a fun
time where children will feel good about God and the
church.

Almost 25 percent of all baptisms in Southern Baptist churches can be tied directly to VBS conversion experiences. In a
2003 study by the Barna Group, data from churches showed that the probability of someone accepting Christ after age 12
dramatically drops. VBS is one of the most effective ways to reach children with the Good News.

Here some Tips:

* Teach workers about the importance of providing an atmosphere that conveys Christ’s love.

* Stress the importance of praying for the children every day.

* Train teachers how to use an evangelistic tract written especially for children.
* Train some workers to talk to the children who have questions about salvation.
* Follow-up in the home of the children who made a profession of faith explaining to their parent(s) about their child’s decision.

* Talk one-on-one with every child who responds to the invitation.

* Take care not to manipulate the children. The Holy Spirit will do the convincing and convicting.

Article from LifWay.com



